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That the sufferings of Christ were not penal, but sympathetic ; 
that he saves from sin by exhibiting to the sinner the awful nature of 
moral evil and inspiring him with the ability to abjure and avoid it ; 
that redemption and regeneration are but terms describing different 
phases of the one divine-human process of converting the sinful into 
the holy ; that this process is but a manifestation of the love of God 
working on the world and in it, and by means of this operation sure at 
last to overcome all evil and displace it with good — this is the gospel 
of the atonement. 

We need not say that it is but a new publication of the "moral 
influence theory" which has been current with many for a long time 
in this country. The book will add little to the literature of that 
department of theology, but it is one of the best of its kind. Frank 
and fearless in expression, reverent in mood, spiritual in motive, and 
practical in aim, it is a well-deserving treatment of the central mystery 
of our faith. Horace Bushnell would have welcomed it heartily. 

We may do as much, with the understanding that the atonement is 
a doctrine so many-sided as to permit an indefinite number and variety 
of views to be taken of it. Doubtless there is a sense in which each of 
the theories of the cross — the substitutionary, commercial, governmen- 
tal, sympathetic, ethical, vital — may subtend some arc of the infinite 
circle of truth. The last word has not yet been said about the atone- 
ment. It never will be said by finite thought and language. 

One grave objection to this work is on account of the fact that the 
writer does not recognize this principle. He treats every other theory 
of the atonement with a severity due only to positive error. This is 
unphilosophical. It does not allow for the variation of points of view 
which the historic process necessitates. In the evolution of truth a 
place can be found for the substitutionary theory as well as for the 
vital. 

Charles J. Baldwin. 

Granville, O. 

Morality as a Religion. An Exposition of Some First Prin- 
ciples. By W. R. Washington Sullivan. London : Swan, 
Sonnenschein & Co., Lim. ; New York : The Macmillan Co., 
1898. Pp. vi + 296. $2. 

This volume is made up of addresses given by the author before 
the Ethical Religion Society, in Steinway Hall, Portman Square, Lon- 
don. Two sentences from its preface will indicate sufficiently its 
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purport : " The present volume is a plea for a reconsideration of the 
religious question, and an inquiry as to the possibility of reconstruct- 
ing religion by shifting its basis from inscrutable dogmas to the 
unquestionable facts of man's moral nature ;"" Religion is morality 
recognized as a divine command ; morality is the foundation ; religion 
only adds the new and commanding point of view" (Kant). Among 
the topics dealt with are religion, science, and theism, as related to 
ethics; the conscience, compensation, prayer ("the prayer of petition 
ought instantly to cease as infantine, irrational, and irreverent"), war 
("the last and crowning infamy of wholesale and systematized man- 
slaughter"), marriage ("nature's great sacrament "), death, and the 
writings of Kant, Comte, Emerson, Tennyson, William Watson, and 
Mrs. Humphry Ward. Of these, Kant is described as "the only true 
commentator on Jesus and his religion," and as " the morning star of 
the new Reformation," Comte as "an apostle of true religion," and 
Emerson as "the last of the ethical prophets." Theology has set 
before us as God " the magnified copy of a fiend," has brought the 
world under the sway of " foul superstition," with " results deplorably, 
indescribably wicked^ " the " church of Emerson " will change all that. 

With much in this work we find ourselves in sympathy — with its 
strenuous ethical tone ; with its insistence, often eloquent, on the 
moral law as underived, authoritative, and eternal ; with its idealistic 
interpretation of the world. Nevertheless, we cannot regard it as of 
great significance. The author is not always self-consistent, nor fully 
aware of the necessary implications of his thesis. The impression is of 
one dealing with themes too large either for his powers or else for the 
limits set by a popular address. 

William Fremont Blackman. 

Yale University, 

New Haven, Conn. 



New Testament Churchmanship, and the Principles upon 
which it was Founded. By Henry Yates Satterlee, 
Bishop of Washington. London, New York, and Bombay : 
Longmans, Green & Co., 1899. Pp. xxx + 280. $1.50. 

Books written as this book has been are greatly to be desired. 
The New Testament is the record of the purest and deepest religious 
feeling. It cannot be fully interpreted by the men of the chair by them- 
selves, for in them, too often, the keen analytic processes of modern 



